f 



iX (Amended) A method comprising: 

receiving an indication of a plurality of annotations selected by a user, 
wherein eachVf the plurality of annotations corresponds to a media stream or to 
one or more medi^treams; 

presenting a plurality of annotation identifiers to the user; 

allowing the ordering of the plurality of annotation identifiers to be 
changed by the user; 

seamlessly providing^one or more of, 
\^ the plurality of annotations, and 

\ at least a portion ot^the media stream corresponding to each of the 

plurality of annotations; 
wherein the seamlessly providi\ig comprises seamlessly providing the one 
or more of the plurality of annotation^ and the portion of the media stream 
corresponding to each of the plurality of Annotations in an order defined by the 
order of the plurality of annotation identifiersX 



Si6 e>fl 

3\ (New) A method comprising: 



graphically ordering annotations in a desired order of presentation in 
response to usei^nput, wherein the annotations correspond to identified segments 
of one or more meoia streams; and 

in response to\ user instruction, sequentially presenting the annotations 
along with their correspopding identified media stream segments in the desired 
order of presentation. 



ree@hayes pk s(»-3»-92ss 



2 



Application No. 09/396,702 



(New) A method as recited in claim 34, wherein: 



the^annotations are textual annotations; 

\. 

the media streams are audio/visual video streams; and 

\ 

the presenting comprises displaying the textual annotations in one display 
area while displaying the corresponding segments of the audio/visual streams in 
another display area. 



36. (New) A rntethod as recited in claim 34, further comprising storing 
the annotations and the desired order of presentation. 

37. (New) A method as recited in claim 36, further comprising: 
in response to a user request\ 

retrieving the stored\ annotations and the desired order of 
presentation, 

displaying the retrieved \annotations in their desired order of 
presentation, and 

retrieving and presenting theWedia stream segments identified by 
the retrieved annotations, in sequentialVorder in accordance with the desired 
order of presentation of the retrieved annptations. 

38. (New) A method comprising: 
configuring a first portion of a user interface to display a plurality of 

identifiers corresponding to a plurality of annotations, the plurality of identifiers 
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corresponding to a playlist of media segments to be seamlessly presented to a user; 
and\ 

\ reordering the plurality of identifiers in accordance with user input to 
change the order in which the media segments are to be presented. 

39. \ (New) A method as recited in claim 38, further comprising: 
receiving the media segments from a media server in an order determined 

by the playlist; and 

presenting\he media segments at the user interface in the order determined 
by the playlist. \ 

40. (New) A method as recited in claim 38, further comprising: 
allowing the usen to reorder the plurality of identifiers in a drag and drop 

manner. \ 

41 . (New) A method as recited in claim 38, further comprising: 
configuring a second pottion of the user interface to present the plurality of 

annotations concurrently with thamedia segments. 

42. (New) A method comprising: 

graphically ordering annotations in a desired order of presentation in 
response to user input, wherein the annotations correspond to identified segments 
of one or more media streams; and \ 
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\in response to a user instruction, sequentially presenting the annotations in 
the desiVed order of presentation. 

43. \ (New) A method comprising: 

graphically ordering annotations in a desired order of presentation in 
response to user input, wherein the annotations correspond to identified segments 
of one or more media streams; and 

\ 

in response to\a user input, sequentially presenting the identified media 
segments corresponding to the annotations in the desired order of presentation. 

44. (New) A system comprising: 

means for configuring a first portion of a user interface to display a 
plurality of identifiers corresponding to a plurality of annotations, the plurahty of 
identifiers corresponding to a\playlist of media segments to be seamlessly 
presented to a user; and 

means for reordering the plWality of identifiers in accordance with user 
input to change the order in which the\media segments are to be presented. 

45. (New) A system as recited m claim 44, further comprising: 
means for receiving the media segrr^ents from a media server in an order 

determined by the playlist; and 

means for presenting the media segmerifs at the user interface in the order 
determined by the playlist. 
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46. (New) A system as recited in claim 44, further comprising: 

meians for allowing the user to reorder the plurality of identifiers in a drag 
and drop manner. 

47. (New) A system as recited in claim 44, further comprising: 

means for configuring a second portion of the user interface to present the 
plurality of annotationsvconcurrently with the media segments. 

48. (New) A memod comprising: 

creating annotations mteractively with a user, wherein the annotations 
correspond to identified segment of one or more media streams; 

graphically ordering the annotations in a desired order of presentation in 
response to user input; and \ 

in response to a user instructicDn, sequentially presenting the annotations 
along with their corresponding identified media stream segments in the desired 
order of presentation. \ 

49. (New) A method as recited in claim 48, wherein: 
the annotations are textual annotations; \ 

the media streams are audio/visual video strJtams; and 

the presenting comprises displaying the textual annotations in one display 
area while displaying the corresponding segments oAthe audio/visual streams in 
another display area. 
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\50. (New) A method as recited in claim 48, further comprising storing 
the annotations and their desired order of presentation. 

5 1 . YNew) A method as recited in claim 48, further comprising: 
storing the annotations and their desired order of presentation; and 
in responseVo a user request, 

retrievrag the stored annotations and their desired order of 
presentation, \ 

displaying \the retrieved annotations in their desired order of 
presentation, and \ 

retrieving and presenting the media stream segments identified by 
the retrieved annotations)an sequential order in accordance with the desired 
order of presentation of theVetrieved annotations. 

52. (New) A system comprising: 

a memory configured to store a plurality of instructions for execution by the 
processor and that cause the system to: \ 

create annotations interactively wMh a user, wherein the annotations 
correspond to identified segments of one onmore media streams; 

graphically order the annotations in a aesired order of presentation in 
response to user input; and 
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in response to a user instruction, sequentially present the annotations 
alon^with their corresponding identified media stream segments in the 
desiredxjrder of presentation. 

53. (New\ A system as recited in claim 52, wherein: 
the annotations\re textual annotations; 

the media streamsVre audio/visual video streams; and 

the system presents me annotations by displaying the textual annotations in 
one display area while displaVing the corresponding segments of the audio/visual 
streams in another display area. 

54. (New) A method comprising: 
receiving an indication of a plurality of annotations selected by a user, 

C wherein each of the plurality of annotations corresponds to a media stream or to 
one or more media streams; and 

seamlessly providing, in an order whic^ is identified by the user and can be 
changed by the user, one or more of, 

the plurality of annotations, and 

at least a portion of the media streaJp corresponding to each of the 
plurality of annotations. 
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\ 55. (New) A method as recited in claim 54, wherein the seamlessly 
providiW comprises providing the plurality of annotations and the portions of the 
media streams corresponding to the plurality of annotations to a client computer 
for seamles\ presentation to a user. 

56. (New) A method as recited in claim 54, wherein each of the 
plurality of annotations corresponds to a segment of one of the one or more media 
streams, each segmeVt being less than the entire stream. 

57. (New) AViethod as recited in claim 54, wherein the seamlessly 
providing comprises: \ 

seamlessly providingX the plurality of annotations concurrently with 
seamlessly providing at least a Portion of the media stream corresponding to each 
of the plurality of annotations. \ 

58. (New) A method as recited in claim 54, further comprising: 
presenting a plurality of annotatioii identifiers to the user; and 

wherein the seamlessly providing comprises seamlessly providing the one 
or more of the plurality of annotations arid the portion of the media stream 
corresponding to each of the plurality of annotations in an order defined by the 
order of the plurality of annotation identifiers. \ 
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V 59. (New) A method as recited in claim 54, further comprising: 
Nstoring the at least a portion of the media stream corresponding to each of 
the plurality of annotations as a new media stream of the one or more media 
streams. 



60. (N^) A method as recited in claim 54, wherein each of the 
plurality of annotations comprises one or more of audio data and text data. 



61 . (New) A method as recited in claim 54, wherein each of the one or 

\ 

more media streams comprises audio and video data. 



62. (New) A computer-readable memory containing a computer 
program that is executable by a^ computer to perform the method recited in claim 
54. 



63. (New) A system compnsing: 

an annotation database that storets one or more collections of annotations, 
wherein each of the annotations identifier at least a segment of a media stream; 
and 

an annotation module to control storage and retrieval of the plurality of 
annotations, wherein the annotation module^ is configured to perform steps 
comprising: 

retrieving a particular collection of ^Annotations from the annotation 
database; 



lee@hayes pic »»• 314425s 



10 



Application No. 09/396,702 



\ presenting the annotations of the retrieved collection to a user in an 
order which is input by the user and which can be changed by the user; and 
\ managing sequential presentation to the user of the media stream 
segments corresponding to the presented annotations. 



64. (New) A system as recited in claim 63, wherein the annotation 
module is further configured to perform a step of communicating with a client 
computer to provide \ndications of the plurality of annotations to the client 
computer for display to tnfe user. 

65. (New) A system as recited in claim 64, wherein the indications of 
the plurality of annotations Comprise summary information for each of the 
plurality of annotations. \ 

66. (New) A system as reoated in claim 64, wherein each of the plurality 
of annotations corresponds to an annotation set, and wherein the annotation 
module is further configured to perfonn a step of providing the annotation set 
information to the client computer. \ 

67. (New) A system as recited inVlaim 63, wherein each of the media 
stream segments comprises audio and video data. 
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68. (New) A system as recited in claim 63, wherein the annotation 
modul^ is further configured to perform a step of saving information regarding the 
media stream segments as an additional new media stream. 

69. \(New) A system as recited in claim 68, wherein the information 
regarding eacn\pf the media stream segments comprises an identifier of a media 
stream of which Nthe media segment is a part, a temporal location in the media 
stream identifying where the media segment begins, and a temporal location in the 
media stream identifying where the media segment ends. 



70. (New) A system as recited in claim 63, further comprising: 
/]/ a client computer, coupled to the annotation module, configured to receive 

' the media stream segments and present the media stream segments to the user. 



71. (New) A system as recited in claim 70, further comprising: 
a media server, coupled to\^he annotation module, having access to a 
plurality of media streams, the media server configured to provide at least a 
portion of the plurality of media streams to the client computer as the media 
stream segments. 



72. (New) A system as recited in cl^im 63, wherein each of the plurality 
of annotation identifiers corresponds to a single media stream of the plurality of 
media streams. 
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